
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Questionnaire – 3/15/09 

What are the BIG ISSUES facing people in the corner of the world where you live that we should be tackling 

together?  What’s breaking God’s heart? 

 

Communication 

 Working together – l 

 Personal finances – lllllllll 

 Loss of homes/homelessness – llllllllllllllll 

Jobs/unemployment - llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

Feeding and providing for families -lllllllllllllllll 

Economy – lllllllllllllllllllllll 

Fuel costs- l 

Taxes - l 

Local small businesses 

Family time (lack of) - lll 

Divorce - l 

Failing school systems/education - ll 

Television becoming too negative 

Judgment of others 

Gossip 

Young people turning on their parents/    

disrespect - l 

Attitudes 

Honesty and trustworthiness - ll 

Decline in membership/lack of religion esp. 

in youth- llllllllllllllllllll 

Loss of morality - lllll 

Health care - lll 

Selfishness/greed - lllll 

Needy people/elderly - lll 

Unfriendly people 

Not enjoying each other’s company - ll 

Violence/crime/domestic violence - llllllllllllll 

Bad decisions 

Young adult entertainment 

Disregard to cleanliness 

 Drugs/alcohol - llllllll 

 Lack of accountability 

 Lack of parental guidance/supervision - ll 

 Lack of respect for environment 

 Sunday youth sports 

 Discrimination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Where have you seen God at work out in your local neighborhood or community lately?  In other words, what 

GOOD THINGS happen where you live and WHO is doing them? 

Our church/Sunday School – the congregation   llllllll 

Food banks/drives – churches/schools   llllllllllllllllllll 

Fund raising events – 

organizations/schools/churches   lllll 

Volunteers – churches/hospitals   llll 

Prayer meetings – friends 

Turning Point   ll 

VIA 

Daybreak   lllll 

Meals on Wheels   ll 

Valley Youth House 

Helping Senior citizens – govt/neighbors   lllllllll 

Healing the sick – Doctors/nurses   l 

Helping people in need – churches/neighbors   

llllllllllll 

Mission Trip   llllll 

Soup Kitchen   ll 

Salvation Army   l 

Goodwill   l 

Homeless shelters   ll 

Visiting nursing homes/hospitals   lll 

Recycling 

Youth programs – Scouts/athletics/church   llllll 

Book clubs - neighbors 

Invite friends to church/worship 

Service organizations - ambulance, fire, etc. 

Town beautification   ll 

Neighborhood crime watch 

Supporting local business 

Mentoring programs   l 

Habitat for Humanity 

Veterans help/recognition   l 

Relay for Life 

United Way 

NOTHING – NOBODY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What could the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod do to help strengthen, encourage and/or equip your 

congregation to make a difference in your community? 

More events   l        

Support local small businesses     

More emphasis on living a more spiritual/positive life   lll  

Help families to help others (esp. at holidays) with food baskets, etc. 

Understand and reach out to people’s needs   llll  Reach out to victims of crime 

Be active on television/more visiblilty   ll    Multicultural education/awareness 

Family counseling      Promote benevolence 

Keep spreading God’s love and word    Parenting classes 

Encourage more giving to local hunger   llll 

Help get the youth more involved   lll 

Have speakers come to church/community organizations   lll 

Do not be too overbearing 

More help for senior citizens and disabled   l 

Create a job hot line for companies seeking employees/job fairs   lllll 

Organize support groups   l 

Teach us evangelism, stewardship, outreach, visitation, volunteerism   lllll 

Programs to help families spend more traditional time together   ll 

Provide more funding to church so they can offer more to community   l 

Publish a suggested reading list 

Help set up food banks, clothing banks. etc. 

Sponsor workshops for all ages for current issues   l 

Recommend interns or volunteers from local colleges to minister to the youth   l 

Mentoring programs for surrounding areas and inner cities 

Help the homeless   ll 

Keep worship/hymnal simple so young people are not intimidated   l 

Be more pro-active in beating down the anti-religion movement 


